
From: Chris Bennett <cbennett@S-NORFOLK.GOV.UK>  

Sent: 29 July 2020 12:32 

To: Charles Judson <Charles.Judson@broadland.gov.uk> 

Subject: 20201183 

 

Dear Charles 

 

Heritage and Design Comments 

 

These comments relate to the design of the building in this location. Whether or not it is the best 

location is subject to other planning considerations so I will not comment on that aspect and I also 

note that it is outline. However, indicative drawings and perspectives have been submitted to 

demonstrate design and give an indication of design parameters which may be considered 

acceptable at reserved matters stage. 

 

In term of setting in design and heritage terms the adjacent school buildings are quite modern, and I 

note additional screening is being provided. There is an opportunity with phase 2 to have a building 

which is more sympathetically designed and which will be seen from Whitwell Road in front of the 

sports hall and thereby could offset to some extent the impact of its bulk. Also, the tree planting 

proposed will help to mitigate the impact of the large structure. 

 

With regard to the design of the building, I recognise that there are certain limitations on the design 

of the sports hall in order to obtain the height for the badminton courts etc. It will inevitably need to 

be quite a blocky structure of some height. The metal sheet panelling above is usually acceptable for 

this sort of construction, and if detailed well could be aesthetically acceptable with raised ribbing 

helping to break up the bulk. It could be designed to be more like an agricultural barn with low 

pitched gable roof, but that would not necessarily bring additional benefit, and a flatter monopitch 

roof is I consider preferable. However, the blockwork at ground floor level is utilitarian in nature, 

and I consider could be specified with a good rural red brick multi which would be better suited to 

the context and provide some interest at ground level. 

 

With regard to the classrooms and phase 2, this presents an opportunity to have a more 

sympathetically designed building fronting towards Whitwell Road. The present design with the 

simple form, metal seam roof, vertical timber cladding and rhythm of windows does make it appear 

more like a temporary utilitarian construction. I would suggest this design is revisited with again 

brick elevations, and maybe pantiles as an option, to relate it better to the rural context and present 

a building of interest to the road which looks more permanent. Vertical timber cladding could be 

used to provide some interest, but I suggest it should be used as a secondary material to provide 

additional interest rather than the main material for the elevations fronting Whitwell Road. 



 

Regards 

Chris 

 

Chris Bennett 

Senior Heritage & Design Officer  

t 01508 533828 e cbennett@s-norfolk.gov.uk    

  

 

   

    

   

    

 

This email and any attachments are intended for the addressee only and may be confidential. If they 

come to you in error you must take no action based on them, nor must you copy or show them to 

anyone. Please advise the sender by replying to this email immediately and then delete the original 

from your computer. Unless this email relates to Broadland District Council or South Norfolk Council 

business it will be regarded by the council as personal and will not be authorised by or sent on behalf 

of the councils. The sender will have sole responsibility for any legal actions or disputes that may 

arise. We have taken steps to ensure that this email and any attachments are free from known 

viruses but in keeping with good computing practice, you should ensure they are virus free. Emails 

sent from and received by members and employees of Broadland District Council and South Norfolk 

Council may be monitored.  

 


